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Center for the Application of Substance Abuse Technologies

Division of Health Sciences 

University of Nevada, Reno

CASAT offers two alternatives for students:  an 18-credit minor, and a 21- to 24-credit certificate program in addiction treatment services.  The minor, available to all students, is particularly designed for students who are in criminal justice, psychology, nursing, social work, education, human development and family studies, and other health and social service-related majors interested in the addiction treatment field as a supplement to their major.  Students entering the 18-credit minor will complete all courses, with the exception of CAS (HCS) 464-Internship.  The minor-with-certificate program is offered to students who intend to work as CADC’s (Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselors) or be involved in the addiction field.  Students will complete the same courses, as well as a three- to six-credit internship. Therefore, the certificate program will consist of 21 to 24 credits for these students. All CASAT addiction specialization courses are offered both face-to-face and online.  Reno-based students are expected to take CAS (HCS) 354 and 355 in the classroom, not online.  

The curriculum is designed to lead a student from largely didactic and knowledge-based classroom experience to increasing practical application of theory through experiential classroom activities, supervised practice, observation in clinical settings, and practice in clinical settings. The culminating activities, for those students who wish to be CADC’s or actively pursue a career in the addiction field, is the internship (CAS [HCS] 464).  Students enrolled in the internship will work in/with an accredited alcohol-and-other-drug treatment agency.
The following details the courses and suggested sequences of the minor.  Prerequisites are required for some courses and indicted with course descriptions when applicable.
CAS 154
Problems of Substance Abuse and Addiction


This course is the first required course in the minor sequence and must be taken prior to entering any remaining classes other than CAS (HCS) 255. CPD 116 at TMCC is the equivalent to CAS (HCS) 154.  An online equivalent course is also available.  This course has open enrollment and may compliment other majors not entering into the treatment minor. 

CAS 255
Substance Abuse Prevention

This course can be taken at any time with no prerequisite.  It is also appropriate for and available to students not enrolled in the minor and is of particular interest to education or human development majors.
Addiction Treatment Minor:

An application must be submitted for approval into the minor program.  This should be completed during or upon completion of CAS (HCS) 154 and/or CAS (HCS) 255. 
CAS 254
Bio-psycho-social Factors in Addiction

This course is critical to those in the treatment minor and can be taken at the same time as CAS (HCS) 255.  However, all CAS (HCS) 100- and 200-level courses must be completed prior to enrolling in 300- and 400-level courses.  This course covers signs and symptoms of drug and alcohol use, abuse, and dependency, and is of particular interest to those taking the certification exam.

CAS 354 
Addiction Treatment I

This course should be taken after completion of CAS (HCS) 254, unless approved by the department, and cannot be taken concurrently with CAS (HCS) 454. 

CAS 355
Individual and Group Addiction Treatment

This course may be taken with CAS (HCS) 454 but preferably after 354.  It is a very practice-intensive course and requires self involvement.  Local students are expected to take this course in person and not online.  Any exceptions must be approved by the department.

CAS 454
Addiction Treatment II

This course is the last course in the minor except for those individuals who want to complete the internship or need to do so for the certificate program.  This course must be taken before CAS (HCS) 464.  Students may take this course concurrently with CAS (HCS) 355.

Certificate in Addiction Treatment Services

CAS 464
Internship in Addiction Treatment Services

This course is the practical application course for the certificate.  Students will be placed in a community-based organization, either in treatment or prevention services, with the goal of applying previous course materials in a hands-on setting.  This course is only required for the certificate.  

Prerequisite CAS (HCS) 154, 254, 255, 354, 355 and 454.  

Application required.  Please visit: http://casat.unr.edu/minor_certifcate_program.html. 
Elective Courses offered (upon advisor approval)
CAS 437
Aging and Addiction

A multidisciplinary overview of factors affecting the identification, intervention, and treatment of substance and behavioral related addictions in older adults.

No Prerequisite. 
CAS 439
Exploring Gambling Behaviors

This course introduces and orients students to the definitions, history, and incidence/prevalence of problem and compulsive gambling.  Students will learn the characteristics of compulsive gambling behaviors, stages of progression for pathological gambling disorders, distinctions and connections to other addictions, as well as problem gambling’s effect on families and communities. 

No Prerequisite. 
CAS 440
Treatment of Compulsive Gambling

This course provides a research-based, comprehensive understanding of treating compulsive gambling.  At the end of the course students will be able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills to effectively assess, treat, and help individuals recover from compulsive gambling disorders.  

Prerequisite CAS (HCS) 439. 
CAS 459
Special Topics in Addiction


This course number allows for a variety of special topics to be offered 



periodically.  Areas offered in the past include Women’s Issues, Co-occurring 



Disorders, Behavioral/Process Addictions, Clinical Supervision, and Adolescent



Treatment.  

No Prerequisite. 
CAS 460
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 

Basic information regarding consequences to in utero substance exposure involvement and methods necessary to intervene with this special population. 

No Prerequisite. 
**Please note: Beginning summer 2009, ALL previous CASAT HCS courses are now listed as CAS**

If you require further information about the minor or certificate program, please contact the CASAT faculty or staff at 775.784.6265 or toll free at 1.866.617.2816 or visit www.casat.unr.edu.  The CASAT office is located at 800 Haskell Street Reno, Nevada 89509.  We hope you consider our minor as a way of enhancing your knowledge and skills for a career in the human services field.
